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SUBJECT : General Situation in Byelorussia

Source : ARCASSOWARY/2 from recent arrival from Byelorussian SSR - presently
rediding with fnu SOLOVEY and old Byelo emigre, 1745 Lexington St.,
St, Loraine, Ohio. With the recent arrival, came his wife and 3 daughters,
Teresa, age 26, nu, 30 and nu 16-17; and a son age 21.

1. 'Nationality of all members of the family is Byelorussian. They are
Roman Catholic. The children.comnleted the 10 year school. Solovey negotlated
for the emigration of this family for a period of 15 years.

Teresa had been emploved in a factory in Vil'na where "metal parts" were
manufactured for radio. (It was her own assumption that the parts were used for
radio.) She waspaid & salary of 40-60 rubles (new) per month., The oldest daughter
also worked in Vil'ma in a factory where wooden parts for farm machinery were mfgd.

Source's wife and son viorked on a kolhosp about 80 miles from Vil 'na,
the son as a bookkeeper and his mother as a plain lsborer. The youngest daughtee
wes still in school.

2. Civil Defense. The population in the cities is being drilled in civil
defense. In addition to general instructions on how to conduct oneself in indivicual
caseés, there are specific designations and functions outlined for all rature of
defense activities. ZFach individual is instructed on what he should do. in case of an
emergency, his post and his duties are specifically designated. 1In additiongo defense
against fire, they are also instructed on the use of arms and the discharge of bombs.

Fear the factory where Teresa was employed, there 1s a shelter. Teresa
was shown this shelter when she took part in civil defense Jdrills et the factery.
She also was familiar with the instructions regarding signals and with individuals
who were permitted to use the shelter.

3. Xolhaps. There has been collectivization in Byelorussia for 10 years.
" Resistance in the beginning was great. The regime forbid the sowing of fields

for one vhole year. Tractcrs were sent to polow everything under, In areas where
the tractor operators were stoned by the loca] populstion, guards were brought in
from the cities and the plowing-under continued. There was hunger in the villages
during this period.

: 800 grems for a "trudoden" was the payment in kolhosps before the family
departed for the U, S. #txorextiorvikmrxvrrrcEVELXpRERcXckikopramxprrextruRoRere
Things were hetter earlier. At one time they even paid 1 kilogram per trudoden.
People are required to work seven days a week., Special notice was taken of those who
refused to work on Sundays.  OfTicially, they were not punished, mut revenge was
taken at the earliest opportunity. Cne means of revenge was to write off 5 trudodens
for those who did not appear for work on Sunday, regardless of the reason given

for the absence,

L. Militia, The majority of members of the militia are Russian, Source and
his family knew only one Byelorussian who worked for the militia. S Members of the
nilitia have their informents everywhere and are all well acquainted with allevents
of political and criminal nature. There is a lot of pilfering and other abuses.




5, Passports. One needs a passport in order to escape from a kolhosp.
To obtain a passport, one must register for the virgin lands or some other "postroiky".
The kolhosp also issues certificates or identity cards but they are of little use,
because one needs a vassport for registration in other areas. :

6. Schools. The Byelorussian language is used in teaching the first grade.
Second grades and up use the Russian language, Russian teachers are brought in to
teach in the BSS', Cccasionally, Ukrainians are brought in to teach. The Ukrainians
are better behav. ! than the Russlans and are more accepteble to the Byelorussians.
They usually em u.size the fact that they are Ukrainians and not Russians. The
Russians refer to the Ukrainians as Khakhols. The teachers usually speak among
themselves in Russian, but the students and their parents use Eyelcrussian.

7. Attitude towmrd the Regime. The youth is falling completely under Com-
munist influence because that is all they have known. The older people are critical
of the regime and laugh at Khruschev's promises. In general, the population is
counting on the United States which, according to their way of thinking, should
liberate them. The people know very little about current world events and are
constently exposed to Soviet attecks on the U. S. Some of the reople listen to
Voie of America broadcasts. It is considered a crine to listen to ‘estern radio
broadcasts and people are punished accordingly.

81 Lithuaniana. The Byelorussians envy and respect the Lithuanians for
their strong nationalish, their solidarity and momuxemcEcc perseverance, The Lithuanians
are very well organized, help each other, and strive for the fulfillment of their
demands , Bsofar as their own Lithuanian schools are concerned, the use of Lithuanian
as the national language in federal offices, on signs, etc. In addition, the Lithuanians
have a geeat hatred for the Russians and a hostile attitude towmrd them.

9. Military., In Vil'na there are great numbers of military personnel.
Reservists were being called up for several months training. Often the period of
mllifary duty was extended for several months under the pretext ®f some international
crisis, as for example Berlin or the cold war in general,
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